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NPs: Better Health Access for Primary Care

of NPs are certified in an 
area of primary care2

More NPs practice in rural 
areas of FPA states7 

of all NPs deliver 
primary care2

NPs are 13% more 
likely to practice 
primary care in FPA 
states7

NPs Provide Primary Care

FPA States Have Better Access to Primary Care 

NPs by the Numbers
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The nation’s 355,000 nurse practitioners are prepared to meet the primary 
care access challenge. Nationwide, millions of patients choose a nurse 
practitioner (NP) as their primary care provider, and NPs deliver this high-
quality care in more than 1 billion patient visits each year. 

NPs are prepared at the master’s or doctoral level to provide primary, 
acute, chronic and specialty care to patients of all ages and backgrounds. 
As clinicians who blend clinical expertise in diagnosing and treating health 
conditions with an emphasis on health promotion and disease prevention, 
NPs bring a comprehensive perspective to health care. Providing patients with 
full and direct access to NP care is critical to meeting the nation’s health care 
needs and combating chronic disease and rising health care costs.

88% 70.3% NPs represent 1 in 4 primary  
care providers in rural practices3

Easier to make health 
care appointments in 
states with FPA8

of NPs see  
Medicare patients

see Medicaid 
patients2

see privately 
insured patients 

see uninsured 
patients2

NP workforce grew in 20 state-designated 
primary care medically underserved areas 
within 5 years of adopting FPA
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52% growth across the state with a  
70% increase in rural areas within  
5 years of adopting FPA4

34% growth within 3 years of 
adopting FPA5
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